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Unfortunately, most schools are unable to offer both 
Chromebooks and Windows. Windows apps won’t run 
on Chrome OS, and online versions often have limited 
feature sets and performance. The cost and instability 
of streaming services also poses a problem.

Schools can’t easily and affordably 
have both Chromebooks and Windows, 
and having multiple devices just isn’t 
cost effective.
Danny Knox, Parallels

Parallels Desktop for Chrome OS solves the 
Windows/Chrome dilemma, campus-wide.
Parallels Desktop for Chrome OS allows schools to run 
Windows and Windows apps—including Microsoft 
Office—directly on a Chrome Enterprise desktop. This 
solution meets the needs of the entire campus, 
including teachers, students, administrators, and IT 
departments.

The solution offers users a streamlined experience 
with full Chrome OS integration and always-on access 
to Windows apps, without requiring a reboot. Files and 
apps are fully accessible online and offline, which 
allows the users to continue working even when 
Internet is not available.

For administrators, deployment is fast, centralized, and 
scalable, and they can manage the solution from 
Google Admin console. Parallels Desktop for Chrome 
OS also takes advantage of Chrome OS security, 
which includes multi-level encryption, remote deactiva-
tion, sandbox apps, and scheduled updates. 

OVERVIEW
Robust and inexpensive Chromebooks, using Google’s 
Chrome operating system (OS), are becoming the 
device of choice in many educational environments, 
from K-12 to colleges and universities. At the same 
time, teachers, students, staff, and even administrators 
need reliable access to full-functional Microsoft 
Windows applications in their day-to-day lives, and 
Internet versions requiring Internet access don’t 
always meet the need.

Parallels, a global leader in cross-platform solutions and 
virtualization, recognizes the struggle educational 
institutions are encountering as they try to balance 
cost and ease of support with the end-user experi-
ence. Parallels Desktop for Chrome OS enables 
schools to continue to use Chromebooks while offering 
access to the full-featured Windows apps that their 
users need.

CONTEXT
Danny Knox discussed how Parallels Desktop for 
Chrome OS allows schools to offer a seamless integra-
tion of Chrome OS devices with Windows apps.

KEY TAKEAWAYS 
Chromebooks are easy to manage, but 
educational users need Windows.
In an educational environment, IT administrators love 
Chromebooks for their robust devices and OS, multi-
layered security, streamlined management, and flexibil-
ity that works well in hybrid learning and teaching 
environments. The end users—teachers, students, and 
staff—often need access to Windows and, especially, 
to the full-featured, task-critical apps that are only 
available in the Windows environment.
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There is a plethora of Windows 
applications that are pervasive in 
education. Having Windows on top of a 
Chromebook where you can run those 
Windows applications, you get the best 
of both worlds.
Danny Knox, Parallels

The cross-platform solution provides a 
seamless, easy-to-manage user experience.
The Parallels solution takes advantage of key Google 
Chrome OS features, like Chrome OS security and 
Google Admin console, and offers virtualization and 
integration to provide all users with a seamless user 
experience.

 
Use Case

Example Windows 
apps & other needs

Teachers Depend on desktop apps 
to plan, create, and/or 
deliver lesson content.

SMART Notebook

Students Need to work with 
skill-building Windows 
apps from remote and 
low-connectivity areas.

 – Graphic-intensive 
design and 
computer-aided 
design (CAD) 
programs

 – Full-featured 
Microsoft Office 
apps, like Excel 
and PowerPoint

Administrators Require advanced 
Microsoft office features 
to perform their jobs.

Full-featured 
Microsoft Excel 
required to use 
macros and pivot 
tables 

IT Departments Want to consolidate to an 
all-Chromebook hardware 
fleet for easier manage-
ment, better security, a 
lighter resource burden, 
and a lower total cost of 
ownership (TCO).

Simplicity of 
management using 
Google Admin 
console.

Table 1: Use cases and sample apps: How Parallels Desktop for 
Chrome OS serves the entire campus

Virtualization Ensures availability of Windows solutions on the 
Chromebook

 – No need to use a PC along with a Chromebook 
to run Windows apps

 – No need to have a fast and reliable Internet 
connection

 – Most Windows applications work without issues

Security The product is aligned with Chrome OS security 
standards, including:

 – Uses Google’s secure sandbox for Windows, so 
that Chrome OS is protected and secure

 – The user approves access to their Chromebook 
camera and microphone

 – IT administrators can prepare and use an 
isolated corporate image

Google Admin 
console

Can be used by IT administrators to:

 – Activate and deactivate the product on 
selected Chromebooks

 – Deploy a Windows image to selected 
Chromebooks

 – Manage users and devices

Integration Seamless integration includes support for:

 – Seamless mouse

 – Dynamic resolution

 – Shared clipboard

 – Shared folders between Chrome OS and 
Windows

 – Audio (no mic)

 – Printing

 – Open Web Links functionality in Chrome

 – Open With functionality in Windows

Table 2: Key features available in Parallels Desktop for Chrome OS
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Not all Chromebooks can run Parallels Desktop for 
Chrome OS. Educational institutions need to make 
sure their devices meet minimum system require-
ments to provide users with a seamless, high-per-
forming solution.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
• Learn more about Parallels Desktop for Chrome 

OS. Additional information and documentation is 
available on the Parallels site.
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Figure  1: Parallels Desktop for Chrome OS supports shared folders between the operating systems

Devices  – Preferred processors: Intel i5 and i7 or AMD 
Ryzen 5 or 7

 – Memory: 8 gigabytes (GB) minimum

 – Disk/solid state disk (SSD): 128 GB minimum

Windows Uses existing customer Windows 10 disc image 
(ISO), licenses, and agreements with Microsoft.

Google Uses Google Admin console and Chrome 
Enterprise & Education upgrade. Parallels 
Desktop for Chrome Enterprise download is not 
allowed for personal use from Parallels or from 
the Google Play Store.

Table 3: System requirements for Parallels Desktop for Chrome OS
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